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THE PARTHENON
Huntington motor-
ists will soon see a 
decrease in the amount 
of  time they spend sit-
ting at traffic lights.
The City of  Hunting-
ton began installing 
the light system in Fall 
2011.  David Hagley, 
public works directors, 
said the new light sys-
tem would be installed 
at 55 intersections by 
the end of  2012. 
The light system has 
been commonly re-
ferred to as a “smart 
system.”  There are 
no bulbs — the traf-
fic lights and displays 
are all energy efficient 
LED lighting. 
“All new lights 
will be LED, all com-
munication will be 
controlled wire-
lessly from the Rahall 
Transportation Insti-
tute,” Hagley said.
The new system will 
alleviate problems ex-
perienced with the old 
traffic system.  Each 
new light will commu-
nicate wirelessly.  In 
the past, wires have 
not adapted to years 
of  wear and tear.
“Over time, wires 
were severed and broke 
down,” Hagley said. 
“The old lights had 
sensor wires in the 
pavement that were 
easily torn up.”
Aside from commu-
nicating wirelessly, the 
new light system would 
have a camera system 
that will sense traffic 
patterns.  Hagley said 
the system will make for 
a safer commute, drivers 
will be less aggravated, 
as sitting at a pointless 
red light will be a thing 
of  the past. 
“It should alleviate 
frustrations,” Hagley 
said. “There are cam-
era sensors that will 
get people moving 
through red lights. 
There will be less idle 
time ‘cause the lights 
are going to work as 
a system instead of  
individually.”
Hagley said aside 
from cutting down road 
rage, less idle time in 
traffic means the new 
system will cut down 
harmful emissions. 
Kim Wolfe, Hun-
tington mayor said the 
new lights are going 
to save the city quite a 
bit of  money.
“There will be ap-
proximately a $200,000 
savings in energy costs, 
‘cause these are the 
modern LED lighting,” 
Wolfe said. “Fewer 
repairs on the smart 
system would also save 
the city in labor costs.”
Wolfe said the 
new system is being 
funded by an air qual-
ity grant. The wireless 
communication allows 
the city to direct traf-
fic flow for disasters 
or special events from 
one location.
The lights have been 
installed at major 
intersections down-
town.  Hagley said the 
system will improve 
the overall commut-
ing experience for 
Huntington.
“It’s going to make 
things better,” Wolfe 
said.  “I’m glad to 
see the improvement 
coming.” 
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“There will be less idle time because the lights are go-ing to work as a system, instead of individually.	 	 >	DAVID	HAGLEY,	
public	works	director
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Nineteen Marshall Uni-
versity students joined 
internship programs at the 
West Virginia State Legisla-
ture for the 2012 session.  
The state legislature offers 
six internship programs to 
college students across West 
Virginia.  Marshall sent stu-
dents to five of  the programs. 
One graduate student is a 
Robert W. Burke intern, two 
graduates are Walter Roll-
ins Scholars, three Marshall 
students are Legislative 
Information Journalism 
interns, five students are Ju-
dith A. Herndon Fellows and 
eight students are Frasure 
Singleton interns. Intern-
ship faculty sponsor, Mary 
Beth Beller said the amount 
of  interns from Marshall is 
impressive.  
“There are only 10 po-
sitions available for the 
Herndon Fellowship,” Beller 
said. “The fact that Marshall 
has sent five is nothing short 
of  amazing.” 
The Judith Herndon 
Fellowship and Frasure-Sin-
gleton Internship programs 
are open to students of  any 
major.  Beller said even 
though this year most stu-
dents Marshall sent are 
liberal arts majors, she en-
courages all students to 
apply. 
“Legislation affects every-
one, whether you’re a doctor, 
a lawyer or an engineer,” 
Beller said. “It’s important 
for anybody, regardless of  
their career field, to see 
how the legislative process 
works.” 
Senior criminal justice 
Marshall students intern at state legislature
BY MOLLY URIAN
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The Cabell-Huntington 
Health Department offers a 
registry system to all special 
needs individuals in the Tri-
State area. The goal of the 
program is to assist emer-
gency management agencies 
and meet needs before, dur-
ing and after emergencies. 
The health department 
defines a person with special 
needs as someone who needs 
daily medication, insulin, ox-
ygen or medical attention.
Stan Mills, pro-
gram manager of  the 
Cabell-Huntington Health 
Department, said a spe-
cial needs client can have 
either short-term or long-
term medical conditions. 
“If  a Marshall student 
has a specific need such 
as needing an interpreter, 
taking a lot of  medica-
tions, difficulty getting 
around or has a physical 
or mental challenge, they 
can register in the data-
base,” Mills said. “We will 
access this information to 
use in planning for a disas-
ter or 911 will use this for 
an improved response.” 
Mills said the system 
obtains information as a 
planning tool to help peo-
ple in need of  help.
The Special Needs 
Registry System works 
by collecting information 
through an individual sys-
tem form via helpmewv.
org or an application 
can be picked up from 
the health department. 
All information obtained 
is confidential and will 
only be viewed by public 
safety agencies, such as 
the health department and 
911 employees. 
Elizabeth Ayers, pub-
lic health educator of  the 
Cabell-Huntington Health 
Department, said the 
system will take several 
months, and even up to 
a year, to get individuals 
with special needs famil-
iar with how it works. 
Mills said the program 
Health 
Department 
offers special 
needs registry
See SPECIAL NEEDS I  Page 5
PARKING PROBLEM
SOLUTION
MARCUS CONSTANTINO | THE PARTHENON
Rodney Stackhouse, of Wadsworth, Ohio, prepares to dig the foundation of the new parking garage. During construction, 
student parking is available at the Joan C. Edwards Stadium, beside the Engineering Building on Third Avenue and behind 
Commons on Sixth Avenue. 
New LED stoplights to save Huntington $200K
The parking garage on Sixth 
Avenue is set to be completed in 
September. The garage will double 
the number of  parking spaces 
from the previous lot.
See INTERN I  Page 5
PAGE 6 Marshall alumna sheds weight while on NBC’s “The Biggest Loser.”
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In preparation for the up-
coming summer season, the 
2012 RV and Boat Show took 
anchor at the Big Sandy Su-
perstore Arena to showcase 
a wide array of  recreational 
activities. 
Jeff  Scott, show coordina-
tor, said the show catered to 
a wide demographic.
“This is a record-break-
ing year for vendors,” Scott 
said. “There is plenty going 
on here for everyone to get 
into. Obviously, college-
age students can’t afford 
a $75,000 RV, but there are 
activities here they can par-
ticipate in.”
Charles Dameron, owner 
of  Kampgrounds Of  Amer-
ica in Ashland, Ky., said 
visitors could do more than 
just camp at KOA.
“At my location, we have 
swimming pools, fishing, 
mini golf  and cornhole 
tournaments,” Dameron 
said. “We are going to be 
adding a basketball court 
and a dance club will come 
to our site and instruct 
campers on different types 
of  dance. We are open all 
year long.” 
Dameron said about 25 to 
30 thousand people visit the 
Ashland campground each 
year. 
Sheila Andrews, co-
owner of  the Huntington 
Fox Fire KOA campground, 
said her site offers similar 
activities as the Ashland 
KOA site.
“We also have banana 
bikes to rent and a game 
room,” Andrews said. “An-
other activity we offer is 
catch-and-release fishing, 
with no fishing license re-
quirement. Every campsite 
also has its own fire ring.”
In addition to the camp-
sites and RVs, boat rental 
vendors had a booth at the 
RV show. 
Karen Stacey, head clerk 
at Cave Run Marinas, said 
pontoons and houseboats 
are popular rentals.
“We get a lot of  college 
students to come to Cave 
Run,” Stacey said. “We are 
located in Morehead so stu-
dents from the university 
rent boats from us. This is 
something college students 
can do to get away.” 
Mardi Gras Casino and 
Resort, located in Cross 
Lanes, W.Va., sponsored a 
booth at the show. 
Pam White, concierge 
at the hotel, said the hotel 
has only been open for 18 
months and the RV show 
was a great way to promote 
the hotel and casino. 
“We try to do everything 
we can to make a weekend 
perfect,” White said. “We do 
in-room massages, arrange 
babysitting services, mani-
cures and pedicures, style 
hair and makeup. We go the 
whole nine yards. Also, being 
open 24 hours, it is a wonder-
ful place for the 21 and older 
group to come to.”    
Chelsie Schuldies can be 
contacted at schuldies@
marshall.edu. 
BY BRITTANEE BARTON
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The spring edition of  the 
MAP-Works survey is now 
available to all freshmen 
students. 
MAP-Works is an online 
tool designed to evaluate the 
habits of  both on-campus 
and commuter first-year 
students. The goal of  the 
MAP-Works survey, which 
is in its third year of  use at 
Marshall University, is to 
promote student success.
Mary Beth Reynolds, 
director of  Academic As-
sessment, said the survey 
diagnoses both academic 
and social areas in which 
students are struggling and 
then provides them with 
options. 
“After a student takes 
the survey, it results in a 
personalized report for 
that student,” Reynolds 
said. “You get immediate 
feedback as to how you’re 
doing based on the answers 
selected on the survey. A 
student should think ‘how 
can I improve what I’m do-
ing, and how perhaps can I 
change what I am doing to 
make sure that I have the 
most successful experience 
I can?’’
Sara Johnson, freshman 
exercise science major from 
Flemingsburg, Ky., recalled 
the final result of  her survey.
“You clicked a link and it 
took you to results,” John-
son said. “It gave feedback 
on how you are doing. It had 
tips to help you improve.”
Following the results on 
the personal report is the 
contact information of  Mar-
shall programs that may be 
of  help to the student, such 
as the tutoring center, LGBT, 
the writing center and the 
Office of  Disability Services. 
Categories of  appraisal 
include basic academic 
behaviors, class atten-
dance, time management, 
academic self-confidence, 
course difficulties, campus 
involvement and sense of  
belonging.
The survey, created by 
Educational Benchmarking 
Incorporated, is used by 
schools across the nation to 
determine how to improve 
the first-year experience. 
Email invitations for the 
survey are sent both three 
weeks into the first semes-
ter and three weeks into the 
second semester.
Reynolds said the surveys 
are very similar, yet not 
identical, so that the com-
paring of  data is possible.
“We do want to look at 
growth over time,” Reyn-
olds said. “For example, if  
you’re having difficulty with 
time management in the 
fall, has that changed in the 
spring? This is going to help 
gauge that.”
The first-year seminar 
classes and the Student 
Resource Center are also in-
strumental in the program. 
First-year seminar teachers 
took time this fall to go over 
the survey and brainstorm 
BY JOANIE BORDERS
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“Class, Campus and 
Email Etiquette,” the Stu-
dent Resource Center new 
workshop, will focus on 
teaching students do’s and 
dont’s for a professional 
academic career.
The workshop outlines 
etiquette tips on how to 
dress to class and walking 
on campus and maintain-
ing body language and 
professional correspon-
dence with professors, 
advisers and business 
professionals.
Jessica Jordan, resource 
specialist, said students 
might be too relaxed when 
it comes to certain aspects 
of  campus etiquette. 
“It’s an important issue 
because the way students 
conduct themselves now 
will reflect how they will 
conduct themselves in the 
workshop,” Jordan said. 
Jordan said some of  the 
biggest problems are stu-
dents wearing pajamas to 
class and meetings, using 
cell phones in class and 
composing emails poorly. 
“Many students don’t re-
alize how a student dresses 
to class speaks volumes 
to the professor about 
how serious the student 
is about the class,” Jordan 
said. 
Another issue that will 
be addressed in the work-
shop is staying awake and 
paying attention during 
class.
“Everyone can put their 
phone on silent for 50 to 75 
minutes,” Jordan said. “If  
you can start to feel yourself  
losing attention, take notes, 
ask questions, make a com-
ment and try to make the 
educational process more 
interactive.”
Jordan said email eti-
quette is an area where 
students are becoming 
too relaxed. Under univer-
sity policy, professors are 
discouraged from answer-
ing emails from students 
from any email account that 
is not a student’s Marshall 
University email. Jordan 
said she gets many emails 
in which the sender will not 
address her or ones that re-
semble a text message.
“The goal of  this work-
shop is having students 
leave knowing the proper 
etiquette for life,” Jordan 
said.
The workshop will be 
held on at 1 p.m. Wednes-
day in the First-Year South 
Dorms, 3 p.m. in the First 
Year North Dorms and 11 
p.m. Thursday in the Stu-
dent Resource Center. 
The Student Resource 
Center is located on the 
second floor of  the Memo-
rial Student Center and is 
open Monday through Fri-
day from 8 a.m. through 5 
p.m.
Joanie Borders can be 
contacted at borders9@
marshall.edu. 
CHELSIE SCHULDIES | THE PARTHENON
RV and boat enthusiasts gather at the Big Sandy Superstore Arena this weekend for the 2012 RV and Boat show. Jeff Scott, show coordinator, said it was a record-breaking year for vendors.
Workshop helps students be classy for class
MAP-Works survey seeks to boost student success
RV and Boat Show comes to Big Sandy Arena
BY FRANCES LAZELL
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An idea to add a risk 
management program to 
the Lewis College of  Busi-
ness has been set in motion 
because of  a need in the 
industry.
If  the plan is approved, 
Marshall University will be 
the only institution in the 
state of  West Virginia to of-
fer the program.
Harlan Smith, division 
head of  finance and eco-
nomics, said the steering 
committee behind this pro-
gram consists of  industry 
executives who presented 
the idea to the college.
“Ross Johnson is the chair 
of  the steering committee,” 
Smith said. “He is a graduate 
of  the College of  Business, 
and he is the one who came 
to Dean Kim, as the point 
man for the industry saying, 
‘We want to do this.’”
The college of  business 
currently offers courses in 
risk management, but not 
a full major. Both profes-
sors and industry executives 
teach these classes, Smith 
said.
Ross Johnson, owner of  the 
Mountain State Insurance 
Agency, said the past insur-
ance crises, which resulted in 
the formation of  BrickStreet 
Insurance and West Virginia 
Mutual Insurance Company, 
have increased the need for 
individuals educated in risk 
management.
“It occurred to me that no 
state university or college 
was educating students to 
work in the insurance indus-
try,” Johnson said. “I saw an 
opportunity for Marshall to 
take the leadership position 
in educating future candi-
dates to work for these two 
insurance companies cre-
ated in West Virginia.” 
Dallas Brozik, finance 
professor, said the process 
is a long one, but is running 
smoothly as of  now.
“It’s one of  those deals 
where we are working the 
paperwork through right 
now, and everything should 
be in place at the end of  the 
semester,” Brozik said.
The plan goes before the 
University Curriculum 
Committee on Feb. 3, which 
is one of  the stops along the 
way to making the program 
official.
Chong Kim, dean of  the 
college, said the program is 
expected to be up and run-
ning by Fall 2012. 
“The University Cur-
riculum Committee, if  they 
approve it, will send it to the 
University Faculty Senate,” 
Kim said. “If  they approve 
it, the president will sign it, 
and we will start establish-
ing the degree.” 
Then, if  the Faculty Sen-
ate passes the plan, it will 
be presented to the Board of  
Governors, which is the final 
step of  the process. 
Frances Lazell can be con-
tacted at lazell2@marshall.
edu. 
Risk management degree to be considered
See SURVEY I  Page 5
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The men’s hockey club 
took home a 16-2 victory in 
its season home opener Sat-
urday against West Liberty 
at the Memorial Ice Arena 
in South Charleston.
The hockey club, formed 
last year, now has 18 mem-
bers on their roster. The 
members range from hav-
ing played hockey since they 
were little to just starting to 
skate. 
Sam Frazier, sophomore 
business management ma-
jor from Huntington, W.Va., 
and president of  the club, 
said they encourage anyone 
to play with the club. 
Frazier played for the 
Huntington Blizzard Junior 
Team when he was younger 
and said he has since rekin-
dled his love for the sport by 
playing with friends at the 
South Charleston arena and 
with the team.  
“I always loved playing,” 
Frazier said. “I’m glad 
to have a chance to play 
again.”
The club practices once 
a week and will be trying 
to join the National Asso-
ciation of  Intercollegiate 
Hockey by next fall. 
Frazier said that joining 
a league will provide the 
club with guaranteed sched-
uled games. Right now, the 
club is lined up to play six 
more games, three being at 
home at the Memorial Ice 
Arena in South Charleston. 
Among the teams the club 
played last year were West 
Liberty and Eastern Ken-
tucky University.
Evan Hazelett, sophomore 
management major from 
Huntington, W.Va. and vice-
president of  the club, said 
they had around 125 fans in 
attendance on Saturday. 
Both Hazelett and Frazier 
said they have high hopes 
for attendance in the future, 
both expecting at least 200 
fans at their home game 
against Wheeling Jesuit on 
Feb. 25th.  
Frazier said he thinks that 
the drive to South Charles-
ton is one of  the things that 
discourages fans from com-
ing out to the games. 
Luckily for the club, there 
is talk of  putting an ice rink 
into the Big Sandy Super-
store Arena. Bill Sawyers, 
member of  the Huntington 
Ice Coalition and veteran 
hockey player of  21 years, 
said that the arena received 
a bond for 4.2 million dol-
lars for renovations, in 
which money is set aside 
for hockey infrastructure. 
Though the ice rink is still 
in the talking stages, the 
main concern is the rink 
would not generate enough 
interest to cover the overall 
cost of  the rink.
Sawyers said he disagreed 
with the speculation, “We 
had the Blizzard generating 
close to 3 million dollars a 
year, and that was without 
Pullman Square drawing 
attention to Huntington.”
Frazier said having an ice 
arena in Huntington would 
be extremely convenient for 
the team — not only having 
somewhere close to practice 
more frequently but also 
making it easier and more 
accessible for the fans. Saw-
yers said the ice rink would 
be completely accessible to 
Marshall being able to use 
for recreational classes and 
clubs. 
Sawyers said, “the club 
has pretty great talent that 
needs to be recognized and 
encouraged.”
Joanie Borders can be 
contacted at borders9@
marshall.edu. 
SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Marshall men’s hockey club takes the ice in its first home contest against West Liberty. The 
club, in its second year of existence, won the first game 16-2. Sam Frazier, club president, said the 
team is open to players of varying skill levels and experience. The team’s next game is slated for 
10 p.m. Feb. 25 and is played at the Memorial Ice Arena in South Charleston.
Men’s hockey club begins second season, wins home opener
NFL BOUND
CAREER ACCOLADES:
> 2011 C-USA DEFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR
> 7 FORCED FUMBLES IN 2011, LED C-USA, 
  — SECOND IN NCAA
> 10 CAREER FORCED FUMBLES 
> 12 SACKS IN 2010, LED C-USA
 — SIXTH IN NCAA
> 26 CAREER SACKS 
> 22 TACKLES FOR LOSS IN 2011, SECOND IN C-USA
 — THIRD IN NCAA
> 49 CAREER TACKLES FOR LOSS 
CURR
Y       
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Y     
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Vinny Curry played his final 
collegiate level game, albeit an ex-
hibition contest, in the 2012 Senior 
Bowl.
The game featured the top senior 
football players from across the 
country, gathered together for one 
final chance to show National Foot-
ball League scouts what they have 
got.
Curry made it count.
The 6’4”, 263-pound Neptune, N.J. 
native racked up to sacks, for a loss 
of  15 yards, grabbed another assist 
and broke up one pass that led to an 
interception.
Curry’s performance is putting 
the current Conference USA Defen-
sive Player of  the Year on the radar 
of  the NFL’s draft board.
Curry began appearing on na-
tional media websites after his 
stellar performances in practice 
and continued to impress on 
gameday.
CBS Sports reported Monday 
that Curry was currently a 2-3 
round draft prospect, as the eighth 
best at his position.
ESPN also took note of  Curry’s 
NFL potential, listing him as one 
of  several “under-the-radar pros-
pects” on the rise.
“Curry’s initial quickness has 
been very good during Senior Bowl 
week and he is showing the ability 
to transition that quickness into 
power moves,” the article said.
ESPN also reported the defen-
sive end as, potentially, a second 
day (2-3 round) draft choice.
Regardless of  his draft round, 
Curry’s stellar career at Marshall 
was hard to ignore, as the leader 
in C-USA in forced fumbles in 2011 
and sacks in 2010.
Opinion 4
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WHAT DO YOU THINK?
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and let your voice be heard.?
Apple is at the forefront of  technological innovation. 
It is a company that has changed the way millions, if  not 
billions, of  people around the world listen to music, make 
phone calls, read books and countless other activities. But 
with a company so large, there must be a large chain of  
production, and in a series recently written by The New 
York Times, that chain of  production was revealed. What 
was shown was that Apple’s main outsourcing goes to a 
company in China, Foxconn, and the practices there are, 
well, “unethical.” 
Foxconn is mainly responsible for assembling the 
iPhone glass screen. The company also works for other 
major, United States-based corporations in assembling 
their products. At Foxconn there were many reports that 
showed the company as disregarding their workers’ lives 
and focusing instead on profit and efficiency. There were 
reports of  teenagers working 12-hour shifts, workers com-
mitting suicide and being exposed to harmful chemicals 
that have long-term, and possibly lethal, effects. There are 
an estimated 5 percent of  Foxconn employees who are 
underage. Studies conducted have linked the suicides to the 
poor factory conditions at Foxconn. And Apple still finds it 
OK to work with a company such as this? It is well known 
that Apple is not the only large corporation is partaking in 
questionable business relationships. However, they have a 
chance to set an example. 
For a company that brought in $13 billion in the 2011 
holiday quarter season, there is no reason that Apple 
should be perpetuating these awful conditions at factories 
overseas. They should be aiding these workers. It is possible 
that if  Apple were to pull the cord on working with such 
companies, others would follow suit, thus forcing compa-
nies like Foxconn to take responsibility.
Apple certainly is in a questionable position with their 
dealings with Foxconn. However, Apple also retains the 
power to say they will no longer do business with Foxconn. 
It is up to Apple and consumers both to put pressure on 
companies that harbor poor labor practices. Human dig-
nity and suitable working conditions should come before 
production profit and iPhones.
Apple should be held accountable
for questionable business moves 
Rural health, an 
issue in W.Va.
BY JOSEPH MISULONAS
DAILY NORTHWESTERN, 
NORTHWESTERN U. 
VIA UWIRE
Many media pundits attri-
bute Newt Gingrich’s win in 
the South Carolina primary 
to his attacks on the liberal 
media during his recent de-
bate performances.
The day before the pri-
mary, Gingrich called John 
King “despicable” for asking 
a question about his ex-wife 
alleging in an interview that 
Gingrich asked her for an 
open marriage. Based on 
that question, I think we can 
infer that Newt Gingrich 
knows despicable behavior.
But was John King despica-
ble for asking Gingrich about 
this Nightline interview? Ab-
solutely not.
 The candidates, more or 
less, all agree on the same 
fundamental ideas, and rarely 
in these debates do we hear 
the candidates offer anything 
new. If  we don’t ask the can-
didates questions about their 
personal lives, CNN might as 
well just show a re-run of one 
of  the November debates.
Gingrich used this ques-
tion to unload on one of  his 
favorite talking points — the 
“biased liberal media” myth.
If  you have never watched 
Fox News, here is what I mean 
by the “biased liberal media” 
myth: That all the major news 
outlets have a bias against 
conservatism and are actively 
engaged in trying to make 
liberals look good and con-
servatives look bad.
This is simply not true. 
Journalists are taught to 
remain objective in their re-
porting. Objectivity is a point 
of  pride for many profes-
sional journalists. 
Almost every news or-
ganization, whether it be 
newspaper, magazine or 
broadcast television, is owned 
by a media conglomerate 
run by wealthy, conservative 
CEOs. If  their organizations 
were too liberally biased, 
wouldn’t they intervene?
Conservatives generally 
point out that the main-
stream media won’t report 
on the same stories and is-
sues as Fox News.
Essentially, conservatives 
want the media to criticize 
liberals more often. The 
problem with that is the me-
dia has to remain objective. 
While the economy is in bad 
shape, the media cannot lop 
all their criticism at President 
Obama. It would be unfair.
Gingrich has been particu-
larly focused on attacking 
the media in recent weeks. 
Besides the confrontation 
with King, he got into a 
heated exchange with Fox 
News’ Juan Williams over 
comments Gingrich made 
about blacks demanding 
paychecks, not food stamps, 
and earlier this week he criti-
cized NBC’s Brian Williams 
for instructing the audience at 
Monday’s Republican debate 
to refrain from applauding 
and cheering.
It is no surprise that Gin-
grich’s recent rise in the polls 
is coming at the same time 
as his attacks on the media 
have increased. Conserva-
tive voters are buying into 
this liberal-bias-in-the-media 
myth.
The problem isn’t that 
conservative voters are con-
sulting only conservative 
news outlets. That is entirely 
their choice. My problem 
is that this liberal-media 
bashing is limiting con-
servative voters’ scopes of  
information.
A recent poll by Fairleigh 
Dickinson U. showed that 
Fox News viewers are less 
informed than people who 
watch no television news. Fox 
News viewers are subjected 
to these attacks on the me-
dia, and it’s convincing them 
not to consult other news 
sources. The New York Times 
and The Washington Post 
may be considered liberal 
newspapers, but that doesn’t 
mean the things they report 
are false.
The same thing goes for lib-
erals reading the Wall Street 
Journal. Just because you 
don’t agree with a paper’s 
editorial board doesn’t mean 
you shouldn’t read the paper.
People should seek knowl-
edge as much as possible.We 
shouldn’t limit our scope to 
newspapers and news shows 
that reinforce our own opin-
ions. We should try to expand 
our horizons and become 
more well-rounded and well-
informed citizens.
Politicians need citizens to 
be knowledgeable. If we want 
our country to start heading 
in the right direction, we need 
voters who are well-informed 
when picking the leaders who 
will solve our problems.
Politicians and the media 
don’t have to be at war. In 
fact, they can both be tools 
in making our country 
less problematic.
The bias against liberal media
BY MICHAEL McATEER
THE PARTHENON
Did you know that in 
June of  2011, President 
Barack Obama launched 
the “White House Ru-
ral Council?” Probably 
not. Did you know the 
Marshall University 
School of  Medicine has a 
world-class rural health 
residency program? I just 
learned about it, and it 
sure was news to me. And 
while the Robert C. Byrd 
Center for Rural Health is 
a very big deal in medical 
residency circles, it was 
a program I would have 
never considered before 
and begs the question (in 
my mind at least), what is 
rural health ,and how is 
it different from regular 
health?
West Virginia is con-
sidered a largely rural 
state. If  you drive outside 
of  the pockets of  urban 
settings like Charleston, 
Huntington or Wheeling, 
it becomes pretty sparse, 
quickly. The Rural As-
sistance Center estimates 
“80 percent of  the state is 
forested with more than 
110,000 square miles of  
hardwood forest, wind-
swept mountains and 
photo-perfect valley land-
scapes” and a population 
of  1,8 million people – 
with 820,244 people living 
in rural West Virginia. By 
those figures, nearly half  
of  our population (44 per-
cent) is considered living 
in rural areas. This means 
,in practical terms, that 
we have half  of  our state 
populous in hard-to-reach 
and isolated areas, areas 
where there are very few 
clinics and a regional hos-
pital might be an hour’s 
drive away.
And this is where the 
Robert C. Byrd Center 
for Rural Health comes 
into play. According to 
their website, they are 
“designed to encourage 
the development of  new 
and innovative health care 
delivery systems in rural 
communities.” It is more 
than coordinating trained 
physicians and nurses on 
how to treat acute illness 
in rural West Virginia, it is 
knowing what to look for. 
According to The National 
Organization of  State 
Offices of  Rural Health, 
“rural populations are 
often characterized as: 
being older and less edu-
cated; more likely to be 
covered by public health 
insurance; having higher 
rates of  poverty, chronic 
disease, suicide, deaths 
from unintentional inju-
ries and motor vehicle 
accidents; having no or 
little access to transporta-
tion; and having limited 
economic diversity. All of  
these issues create chal-
lenges and opportunities 
to improve the health of  
those living in the rural 
U.S.”
These figures under-
score the need for there to 
be an emphasis on rural 
health and rural health 
issues, which is why Mar-
shall University School of  
Medicine, and the White 
House are taking no-
tice. The National Rural 
Health Association has 
a lot of  good data which 
better addresses some 
of  the policy changes 
and coordinated actions 
which are attempting to 
bring better quality of  
health and therefore a bet-
ter quality of  life to all in 
Appalachia, regardless of  
how far we have to go to 
reach them.
Michael McAteer can be 
contacted at mcateer@
marshall.edu.
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solutions to potential problems. 
The Student Resource Center 
then looks to connect students 
with academic help and social 
groups to fit their needs.
“My first-year seminar teacher 
asked if we thought the survey was 
productive.” Johnson said. “They 
also asked if the class itself helped 
get you used to campus life.” 
MAP-Works also will issue a 
short checkup survey on March 
12 to the students who completed 
the transition survey.
Brittanee Barton can be 
contacted at barton35@
marshall.edu.
Mills said the program is just 
beginning here, but has been suc-
cessful in other areas. 
The health department’s sys-
tem is available to coordinate 
with an individual’s own per-
sonal plan. The information 
obtained assists public safety 
agencies to prioritize an individ-
ual’s needs during an emergency. 
“This does not guarantee 
them a priority but does allow 
the community a better chance at 
reaching them during a disaster,” 
Mills said. 
Facilities and people who 
would like to volunteer their ser-
vices in helping the community 
meet the needs of individuals 
may also visit the website and 
register through the facility 
system form or the volunteer 
system form. 
The system was established in 
November 2011 and is free to 
sign up.
Molly Urian can be con-
tacted at urian@marshall.
edu. 
Delegate Tiffany Lawrence of  
Jefferson County and then will 
work at a state agency.  Smith 
said his internship requires long, 
but rewarding hours.
“The day starts at 9 a.m., is 
pretty much a mad dash from 
meeting to meeting and ends 
at 7 p.m.,” Smith said. “Even 
though it’s stressful, I’m getting 
a richer education than one out 
of a textbook.” 
Smith said his internship 
helps him prepare for law 
school. 
“I’m interested in legal stud-
ies, so I’m going to deal with 
how laws are practiced,” Smith 
said. “This internship gives me 
a different angle to law because 
I get to see how they are made, 
how lawmakers tackle policy 
decisions and how statutes are 
interpreted.” 
Sophomore history major 
Katie Wright, 20, of Huntington, 
is a Frasure-Singleton scholar. 
Her internship will last one 
week and begins in mid-Feb-
ruary.  Wright said she thinks 
her internship will broaden her 
network should she decide to 
pursue a career in law. 
“This particular internship 
will help me foster connections 
at the state capital,” Wright 
said. “By giving me experience 
with lawmakers, I can have 
more opportunities down the 
road.” 
The legislative session began 
Jan. 11 and ends on March 10.  
Henry Culvyhouse can be 
contacted at culvyhouse@
marshall.edu.  
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BY JOANIE BORDERS
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When Heidi Williams, 
sociology professor at 
Marshall University, chal-
lenged her students to 
break social norms. Their 
solution was a flash mob. 
A group of  over 20 stu-
dents from Williams’ 
Introduction to Sociology 
class gathered at 12:55 
p.m. Monday in the Me-
morial Student Center 
and danced to the “Cupid 
Shuffle.” 
Williams said the origi-
nal assignment was for 
the class to pair up and 
generate something that 
went against social norms 
and turn heads. She said 
in the past she has had 
students talk about hav-
ing dinner in elevators, 
planking in public places 
and bicycling in boxer 
shorts. This class decided 
to take a different ap-
proach and try something 
on a bigger scale. 
Makenzee Ruley, fresh-
man criminal justice 
from Redding, Ca., and 
Ander Ross, junior physi-
cal education major from 
Waynesboro, Va., said they 
were supposed to observe 
onlookers reactions as they 
preformed the flash mob.
“I think that one of  the 
biggest points of  the as-
signment was to realize 
that it is okay to be differ-
ent,” Ross said.
Williams said the best 
way to learn about sociol-
ogy is to be immersed in 
the community and ob-
serve the advertisements.
“The purpose of  the 
assignment was to rec-
ognize that we live in a 
constructed reality and 
don’t really take things at 
face value and question 
the things that are con-
sidered the standard of  
normal,” Williams said.
“I had a student try to 
pay with a tank of  gas in 
all coin,” Williams said. 
“When the attendant made 
them roll the coin before 
paying they were shocked 
at how structured soci-
ety really seemed to be. 
I mean, money is money, 
rolled or not.”
In the future, Williams 
said she will encourage stu-
dents in her future classes 
to take with similar ap-
proach to the assignment. 
Joanie Borders can be 
contacted at borders9@
marshall.edu.
Sociology class performs flash mob
JOANIE BORDERS | THE PARTHENON
TOP: Students 
in Heidi Williams’ 
sociology class 
perform a flash mob 
to the popular song 
“Cupid Shuffle” 
on Monday in the 
Memorial Student 
Center. 
RIGHT: Students 
participated in 
the flash mob  for 
a class project.
The dance was 
organized in an 
attempt to break 
social norms. 
BY EMILY RIDEN
DAILY COLLEGIAN, PENN STATE 
U. VIA UWIRE
During the intensive study-
ing and last minute cram 
sessions of finals week, stu-
dents often blame Facebook for 
interfering in their study efforts 
and fueling procrastination.
While Facebook might not be 
helpful when it comes to study-
ing, it doesn’t mean students’ 
grades have to suffer. Accord-
ing to a recent study, some types 
of Facebook use actually cor-
relate with higher grade point 
averages.
Published in Computers in 
Human Behavior, the study 
analyzed 1,839 college students’ 
grades and Facebook usage.
These students reported 
spending an average of 106 min-
utes each day on Facebook. 
How those 106 minutes of  
time on Facebook were spent 
determines the kind of impact 
Facebook has on the student, 
according to the study.
Engaging in activities that 
involve collecting and sharing 
information, such as sharing in-
formative links, proved to have 
a positive impact on students’ 
GPAs. Posting frequent status 
updates and using Facebook 
chat, however, were determined 
to negatively affect GPA.
This distinction is one that 
can also be seen offline and 
around campus.
“Those students who spend 
more time socializing to 
the exclusion of engaging in 
academic work have poor ac-
ademic outcomes,” the study 
said.
At the same time, those 
who post links and use Face-
book to communicate useful 
information are more likely 
to be engaged with the out-
side environment and in the 
classroom, the study said.
Penn State Learning Com-
munity Associate, Leagh 
Anderson said that the im-
pact on GPA could also 
depend on when the students 
are accessing Facebook. 
Those who are frequently 
updating their statuses 
are often those who are on 
Facebook intermittently 
throughout the day.
This intermittent and fre-
quent checking of  Facebook 
can interfere with the time 
needed to digest and absorb 
course material, Anderson 
said.
Studies show effects of Facebook on students’ GPA > download our APP:
The Parthenon’s Guide to 
Campus Life at Marshall
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Marshall grad on a losingw 
BY JOHN GIBB
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR
Marshall University alumna, Lau-
ren Lee, is finding her inner athlete as a 
contestant on season 13 of  NBC’s “The 
Biggest Loser,” which began airing earlier 
this month. 
Lee, 26, graduated with her master’s de-
gree in exercise science in May 2011 and 
weighed 246 pounds. Lee said this was be-
cause her focus in academics outweighed 
that of  focusing on her health.
Growing up, Lee was athletic. Her in-
volvement in sports led her to Marshall to 
pursue a bachelor’s degree in adult fitness 
and then a master’s degree in exercise 
science. 
Even though Lee was interested in fit-
ness and exercise, she said, “I wanted to 
focus on my education and that meant put-
ting going to the gym on the backburner. I 
grew up dyslexic and having attention def-
icit disorder so I had to study three times 
longer than the average student.”
Lee said she allocated little time to her 
health and noticed her weight was on the 
rise. After graduation, Lee was living at 
home with her parents in Poolesville, Md., 
and decided to tackle her weight issue by 
applying and receiving the opportunity of  
being a contestant on “The Biggest Loser.” 
Lee traveled to Los Angeles, Calif., with 
her mother, Gail Lee, and together the two 
were one of  10 teams to compete for the 
$250,000 prize. They began their journey 
together as the yellow team.
“I had been at school for so long and was 
away from my family,” Lee said. “Being 
with my mother on the show has definitely 
brought us closer together.”
After arriving on “The Biggest Loser” 
ranch, Lee and her mother met trainer 
Dolvett Quince, an individual known for 
his competitive nature and weight-loss 
transformations. Throughout her time at 
the ranch, Quince trained Lee by having 
her complete high-intensity workouts and 
allowing her to gain adequate knowledge 
regarding nutrition. Lee was now part of  
a much larger red team, all of  which were 
trained by Quince.
“Dolvett had us doing a wide range of  
workouts,” Lee said. “We did everything 
from yoga and hiking the mountain to 
workouts that left me barely moving the 
next morning.” 
Lee said, on average, she and her fel-
low contestants worked out more than six 
hours a day, with breaks to eat meals. 
Each week, Lee had to strip down to her 
Spandex bra and shorts for the weekly 
weigh-ins. Lee said she had to deal with 
the publicity of  something as personal as 
her weight issues. 
“I just had to deal with it,” Lee said. 
“My family and friends saw how out-of-
control my weight had become, and the 
first step in tackling this problem was to 
stand in front of  America to show where 
life had gotten me.”
However, after three weeks, Lee sat in 
the elimination room and was sent home 
by her teammates. They sent her home be-
cause they thought she had what it would 
take to continue her weight-loss journey at 
home. 
Lee is still eligible to win the at-home 
prize of  $100,000. This prize is awarded to 
the contestant who loses the most percent-
age of  weight while at home. 
Lee said she still considers herself  a 
winner although she won’t receive the title. 
“I have gotten my life back, my person-
ality,” Lee said. “The show was everything 
I expected and more.”
After being eliminated, Lee signed up 
for a half  marathon because she wanted 
a challenge. She ended up completing the 
half  marathon and learned a valuable 
lesson.
“It has taught me to believe in myself,” 
Lee said. “I have the willpower to do any-
thing I put my mind to.”
Back at home, Lee follows a new regime 
in order to get the weight off  before the 
live finale in a few months. 
“I am going to the gym daily, eating 
healthy and trying to lose enough weight 
in order to win the at-home prize,” Lee 
said. 
Lee wants to weigh 130 pounds by the 
May 1 finale, which will be aired live.
As a young person herself, Lee said it’s 
important for young people to take the 
weight off  now.
“Getting it off  now will reassure living 
a long, healthy life,” Lee said. “Keeping 
active, such as walking around campus 
and eating healthy, are starting points 
for young adults that are currently 
struggling with their weight. There is no 
day like today.”
Lee’s number one piece of  advice is to 
write everything down.
“Everyone needs to be accountable for 
what they eat,” Lee said. “Write every-
thing down, good or bad, that goes in your 
body.”
To date, Lee has lost 56 pounds and 
hopes to run a full marathon and hang 
glide once she’s in shape. 
“The Biggest Loser” is on NBC at 8 p.m. 
Tuesdays. 
John Gibb can be contacted at gibb@
marshall.edu.
> The Herd’s own Lauren Lee featured on NBC’s ‘The Biggest Loser’
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Marshall University’s 
Catholic Newman Center 
will host  “Dinner for a Dol-
lar” at 6 p.m. Thursdays 
for any Marshall students, 
faculty and staff. It is a 
home-cooked meal for $1.
“It is always something 
we have done as part of  
the Newman Center hospi-
tality,” said Traci Stanley, 
music minster and co-
ordinator of  community 
outreach. “As a presence 
here on campus, we feel it’s 
very important, not only 
that God calls us to reach 
out with that kind of  hospi-
tality, but to reach out and 
say  “we’re here if  you need 
us.”
Stanley said she and Nat-
alie Rohan, the director 
of  campus ministry of  the 
Marshall Catholic Newman 
Center, are in charge of  
“Dinner for a Dollar” and 
cook for it most weeks. 
Stanley said sometimes 
fraternities and sororities 
who need service hours, 
members from local churches 
and various religious and 
other community organiza-
tions volunteer for “Dinner 
for a Dollar” by cooking or 
bringing in food.
Stanley said she and Ro-
han bring a lot of  recipes to 
cook for “Dinner for a Dol-
lar.” She said Rohan’s dish 
everyone loves is chicken 
divan which is a chicken 
casserole over rice. In ad-
dition, a Huntington family 
with an Irish background 
cooks an Irish dish such as 
lamb stew whenever they 
volunteer for “Dinner for a 
Dollar.”
“When we have commu-
nity members, it’s always 
interesting because we 
let them have free reign 
of  what they want to do,” 
Stanley said.
Vitctoria Wells, junior el-
ementary education major 
from Easton, Pa., regularly 
attends “Dinner for a Dollar.”
“It’s a great way for 
people who normally go 
to Mass on Sunday here to 
have extra time to social-
ize,” Wells said. “It’s great 
for the whole campus for 
everyone to get together 
and fellowship.”
Wells said she attends 
“Dinner for a Dollar” to 
hang out with her friends 
and to share a meal with 
others who attend.
Stanley said when people 
hear about “Dinner for a 
Dollar,” they are afraid they 
will be bombarded with reli-
gious entities. However, she 
said the food is blessed, 
and that is as far as the 
religious practices go.
Catholic Newman Center hosts ‘Dinner for a Dollar’
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TOP: Marshall graduate, Lauren Lee, 26, competes in season 13 of NBC’s “The Biggest Loser.” To date, Lee 
is down 56 pounds from her starting weight of 246 pounds.
BOTTOM: Lee poses with members of the red team, which was led by Dolvett Quince, well-known fitness 
LAUREN LEE IS ON A LOSING STREAK
Marshall alumna 
featured on NBC’s 
‘The Biggest Loser’
